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Annual Dropout Rate % - High School: This measure represents the percentage of students in 
grades 9 through 12 who drop out during that year.
Daily Student Attendance % - Systemwide: This measure represents the percentage of all students 
who attended school on average each day.
Daily Student Attendance % - High School: This measure represents the percentage of all high 
school students who attended school on average each day.
Daily Student Attendance % - Middle School: This measure represents the percentage of all middle 
school students who attended school on average each day.
Daily Student Attendance % - Elementary: This measure represents the percentage of all 
elementary school students who attended school on average each day.
MCAS ELA % Passing – Grade 10: This measure represents the percentage of students in Grade 10 
who passed the English Language Arts MCAS (scored Needs Improvement or higher).
MCAS ELA % Proficient and Advanced – Grade 10: This measure represents the percentage of 
students in Grade 10 who scored proficient or above proficient (advanced) on the English Language 
Arts MCAS.
MCAS ELA % Passing – Grade 7: This measure represents the percentage of students in Grade 7 
who passed the English Language Arts MCAS (scored Needs Improvement or higher).
MCAS ELA % Proficient and Advanced – Grade 7: This measure represents the percentage of 
students in Grade 7 who scored proficient or above proficient (advanced) on the English Language 
Arts MCAS.
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Measure Notes
Annual and Lagging Nature of Education Indicators: All major indicators for measuring School District performance are annual by nature and often lag, 
significantly, between when they are recorded and when they are reported.  This situation arises because some of the most important indicators, such as test 
scores, are only gathered once a year.  Moreover, in the case of the City of Boston’s MCAS scores, there can be a delay before the results are reported because of 
the volume of tests that need to be scored.

Annual Dropout Rate: It is important to note that the City has followed both State and National standards for defining the dropout rate.  This standard has 
changed multiple times in the last two decades, making long-term comparisons difficult.

Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS): MCAS is a statewide program to test, measure and report academic performance at the district, 
school and student levels.  Tests cover four subjects: English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science & Technology/Engineering, and History & Social Science.  
Student results are reported in one of four categories:  Advanced, Proficient, Needs Improvement, Warning  or Failing.  For more information on MCAS, visit 
the state’s MCAS website at: www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/overview.html.

Measure Definitions

MCAS ELA % Passing – Grade 4: This measure represents the percentage of students in Grade 4 
who passed the English Language Arts MCAS (scored Needs Improvement or higher).
MCAS ELA % Proficient and Advanced – Grade 4: This measure represents the percentage of 
students in Grade 4 who scored proficient or above proficient (advanced) on the English 
Language Arts MCAS.
MCAS Math % Passing – Grade 10: This measure represents the percentage of students in Grade 
10 who passed the Mathematics MCAS (scored Needs Improvement or higher).
MCAS Math % Proficient and Advanced – Grade 10: This measure represents the percentage of 
students in Grade 10 who scored proficient or above proficient (advanced) on the Mathematics 
MCAS.
MCAS Math % Passing – Grade 7: This measure represents the percentage of students in Grade 7 
who passed the Mathematics MCAS (scored Needs Improvement or higher).
MCAS Math % Proficient and Advanced – Grade 7: This measure represents the percentage of 
students in Grade 7 who scored proficient or above proficient (advanced) on the Mathematics 
MCAS.
MCAS Math % Passing – Grade 4: This measure represents the percentage of students in Grade 4 
who passed the Mathematics MCAS (scored Needs Improvement or higher).
MCAS Math % Proficient and Advanced – Grade 4: This measure represents the percentage of 
students in Grade 4 who scored proficient or above proficient (advanced) on the Mathematics 
MCAS.


